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Introduction
The purpose of this Reopening & Safety plan for the 2020-2021 school is to provide
guidelines for the safe and healthy on-campus reopening. To prepare this document, Harvest
Christian School formed a COVID-19 committee made of members of our community with
backgrounds in healthcare, law enforcement and education. The purpose of this committee
was to develop protocols to keep our students, staff members and families as safe and healthy
as possible. The other goal of the committee is to keep our school up-to-date on new
information as it is made available. This reopening and safety plan is subject to modification
and improvements as the COVID-19 situation changes daily. We will make every effort to keep
students, families and staff members up to date.

Cleaning & Disinfection Protocols
●

Harvest Chrisitian School will have its student and staff bathrooms professionally cleaned
once per day by a licensed and bonded professional cleaning service. They will use best
COVID-19 sanitization practices.

●

Students and staff members will be required to wash hands multiple times per day
especially before snack times and mealtimes and after using the restroom.

●

Multiple no touch hand sanitizer stations have been installed throughout the campus.

●

Our stairway railings will be sanitized multiple times per day and as needed.

●

The main school entrance doorway surfaces will be sanitized multiple times per day and
as needed.

●

Our front office counter, table tops and desk surfaces will be sanitized multiple times per
day and as needed.

●

Classroom door handles will be cleaned and disinfected throughout the day.
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Cohorting Protocols
●

Our small class sizes of (average of 12 per student), lends itself to these cohorts.

●

During recess, class cohorts will play amongst students from their own cohort.

●

Class cohorts will eat meals and snack together in their classroom and/or on the
playground.

●

Students will sit in their desks 6 feet apart from one another facing forward to the front of
the classroom, when feasible.

●

Teachers will remain 6 feet apart from students during lesson instruction time and during
seat work time, when feasible.

●

While indoors, students in grades 3rd and up are required to wear a face covering unless
he or she has a health issue which prevents this.

●

Students in grades TK through 2nd will not be required to wear face coverings but it is
strongly recommended by many healthcare professionals that children age 2 and up
wear face coverings. (Please see Face Covering Protocol for additional information)

●

Student belongings such as backpacks, water bottles, and other materials will be kept
near desks. Excess belongings will be kept on hooks or cubbies and accessed one at a
time or in groups of two or three.

●

When students need to get up to stretch or access materials, they will need to do so
individually or in small groups of two or three.

●

Before entering the classroom, students will wash hands in the restroom or at a
handwashing station, when feasible.

●

Students and staff will use hand sanitizer when entering the classroom.

●

Students and teachers will use hand sanitizer when needed throughout the day in the
classroom as well as wipe down surfaces with disinfectant.

●

Students will line up using social distancing.
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Face Covering Protocols (based on California Dept. of Public Health Guidelines)
●

Under 2 years old and younger should not wear a face mask.

●

2 years old – 2nd grade - strongly encouraged**

●

3rd grade – High School Yes, unless exempt
**Face coverings are strongly encouraged for young children between two years
old and second grade, if they can be worn properly. A face shield is an
acceptable alternative.

●

Persons younger than two years old, anyone who has trouble breathing, anyone who is
unconscious or incapacitated, and anyone who is otherwise unable to remove the face
covering without assistance are exempt from wearing a face covering.

●

A cloth face covering or face shield should be removed for meals, snacks, naptime, or
outdoor recreation, or when it needs to be replaced. When a cloth face covering is
temporarily removed, it should be dealt with as per school guidelines or a clean paper
bag (marked with the student’s name and date) until it needs to be put on again.

Entrance, Egress, & Movement within the School
Hallway Protocols
●

We will have markers on the floor and walls to denote which direction to walk.

●

Hallways will be monitored during passing periods to ensure social distancing.

●

When students get to the staircases, a teacher or staff member will wait at either the top
or bottom of the staircase to ensure social distancing.

Stairway Protocols
●

The carpeted staircase near the Kindergarten classroom will be used for walking
downstairs only.

●

The non-carpeted staircase near the science room will be used for upstairs only.

●

This practice will eliminate passing traffic while using the stairs.

●

In the event of an emergency or emergency drill, students will use the safest exit route
and will bypass this COVID-19 protocol.
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●

Staff members will use best social distancing practices and supervision when whole
classes are using the stairways.

●

Handrails will be wiped down with much frequency throughout the school day.

Bathroom Protocols
●

During recess times, a staff member will be stationed near the hallway by the bathrooms
to ensure that no more than two students are in one restroom at the same time.

●

Students will be instructed to close the toilet seat lids prior to flushing.

●

Signs will be posted outside and inside the bathrooms to remind students to close the
toilet seat before flushing and to wash hands after using the restroom as well as other
hygiene reminders.

●

If needed, students will be asked to come back later or wait on socially distanced chairs
near the restroom.

●

During class time, teachers will call down to the front office before sending a student to
make sure there is not too much traffic in the restroom area.

Office Protocols
●

Our office staff will be available to assist students, staff members and families in a safe
and clean environment.

●

Surfaces such as door handles, phone receivers, office supplies, keyboards, door
handles, etc. will be cleaned and disinfected with much frequency throughout the day.

●

Office staff will use best social distancing practices when communicating in-person with
students, staff and families.

●

For best communication, our office staff will be allowed to remove their mask while using
the telephone.

●

When administering first aid to a student, office staff will need to bypass social distancing
to ensure best practices of care while wearing a face covering.

●

All temperature checks will be done using touchless devices and logged into a central
document.
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Student & Staff Health Screening & Contact Tracing Protocol
Student & Staff Health Screening
●

We ask that parents check their children for the following symptoms before coming to
the HCS campus: fever over 100.4 degrees, cough, loss of taste or smell, difficulty
breathing. If a child has these symptoms, please keep him/her home and notify the
school office.

●

Staff members will be required to self-check themselves for the following symptoms: fever
over 100.4 degrees, cough, loss of taste or smell, difficulty breathing. If a staff member
has these symptoms, he or she will stay home and notify their administrator.

●

Once a student arrives at school, he/she will have their temperature taken using a
non-contact thermometer. If the temperature exceeds 100.4 degrees, they will be sent
home until the fever has subsided for three consecutive days. Classrooms and school will
remain open. If a student becomes ill while at school, the student will be isolated in a
low-traffic area while waiting to be picked up.

●

Once a staff member arrives at school, he/she will have their temperature taken using a
non-contact thermometer. If the temperature exceeds 100.4 degrees, they will be sent
home until the fever has subsided for three consecutive days. Classrooms and school will
remain open and a substitute teacher will be assigned during a teacher’s absence.
Classrooms and school will remain open.

●

If a student or staff member suspects that he/she has COVID-19, we recommend they
get tested from their healthcare provider.

●

For more updated information or if you have any questions, please contact the HCS
office or your healthcare provider.

Contact Tracing Protocol
●

The HCS Administration will provide initial contact tracing, such as creation and
submission of lists of exposed students and staff to the local health department and
notification of exposed persons.

●

Below lists the school’s COVID-19 POC (Person of Contact) for the local health
department to contact about COVID-19.
PRIMARY POC
○ (1) Jon Wraith, Principal ____________________
SECONDARY POC
○ (2) Jason Villa, Vice Principal _______________

jwraith@harvestpetaluma.org
707-763-2954
ext. 1011
jvilla@harvestpetaluma.org
707-763-2954
ext. 1015
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Protocol for Sick Student at School or Report of New COVID-19 Diagnosis ***
➢ Student(s) displays signs of infectious illness consistent with COVID-19.
➢ Teacher or staff excuses student(s) from classroom, cohort, or area within the
school and notifies COVID-19 designated POC.
➢ COVID-19 POC takes student(s) to designated isolation room/area until
transportation can be arranged to send student(s) home or to seek emergency
medical attention.
➢ COVID-19 POC notify parents, guardians, or caregivers of ill student(s).
➢ Parents, guardians, or caregivers pick up student(s). The student(s) should
consult with their healthcare provider for evaluation and determination if
testing is recommended.

( - ) Student NEGATIVE COVID-19 test result.
➢ Student(s) return to school following existing school illness management
policies.

( + ) Student POSITIVE COVID-19 test result.
➢ Student(s) is newly identified as having COVID-19.
➢ COVID-19 POC initiates a list of close contacts of the ill student and
communicates the possible exposure to teachers, staff, and parents, guardians,
or caregivers of student(s) in the school.
➢ Exposed areas (i.e. classroom) closed off for up to 24 hours. Cleaning and
disinfection of area performed by appropriate staff.
➢ Administrators work with local health officials to assess transmission levels and
support contact tracing efforts.
➢ Close contacts are notified, advised to stay home (quarantine for 14 days),
and to consult with their healthcare provider for evaluation and determination
if testing is recommended.
➢ Administrators of COVID-19 POC communicates with teaches, staff, and
parents, guardians, or caregivers the importance of COVID-19 mitigation
strategies (i.e. staying home when sick, washing hands, wearing masks, social
distancing).
➢ Members of students’ household are requested to quarantine for 14 days.
➢ Student(s) returns to school after at least 10 days since symptoms appeared, at
least 24 hours with no fever-reducing medication, and symptoms have
improved.
*** Information sourced from the Center for Disease Control:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/student-becomes-sick-diagnosis-flowchart.html
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Recess Protocols
●

TK cohort students will play in the TK yard under the direct supervision of their teacher
and teacher’s assistant. All play equipment will be wiped down at the end of each play
session. Social distancing will be practiced when feasible. Masks are not required
outdoors. Snacks and drinks may be brought outside for recess.

●

K-2nd grade students will play outside either on the turf, play structure or black top. This
group will play with their own grade level class cohort outside. All play equipment will be
wiped down at the end of each play session. Social distancing will be practiced when
feasible. Masks are not required outdoors. Snacks and drinks may be brought outside for
recess.

●

3rd-5th grade students will play outside either on the turf, play structure or black top. This
group will play with their own grade level class cohort outside. All play equipment will be
wiped down at the end of each play session. Social distancing will be practiced when
feasible. Masks are not required outdoors. Snacks and drinks may be brought outside for
recess.

●

6th-8th grade students will play outside either on the turf, play structure or black top. This
group will play and socialize with their own grade level class cohort outside. All play
equipment will be wiped down at the end of each play session. Social distancing will be
practiced when feasible. Masks are not required outdoors. Snacks and drinks may be
brought outside for recess.

●

Playground supervisors will wear masks outdoors when close to students or staff but may
remove them for better communication to students in the noisy outdoor environment
and to get fresh air.

Lunch Time Protocols
●

The hot lunch program will be postponed until further notice. We ask that you send your
child to school with lunches packed in reusable lunch boxes and food containers.

●

We also ask that you refrain from one-time use water bottles and instead send your child
to school with a filled, large water bottle.

●

Students will cleanse their hands before eating.

●

Students will eat their lunches in their classrooms at their desks.

●

All garbage will be thrown away in the classroom and emptied each afternoon.
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Desks and chairs will be wiped down with antibacterial wipes after mealtime.

Attendance Protocols
●

During the 2020-2021 school year, Harvest Christian School will maintain attendance
records as we have in previous years. However, this school year we will not be rewarding
perfect attendance with awards.

Triggers of School Switching to Distance Learning
●

Harvest Christian School may switch to distance learning when there are multiple cases in
multiple cohorts at a school or when at least 5 percent of the total number of
teachers/student/staff are cases within a 14-day period. The Local Health Officer may
also determine school closure is warranted for other reasons, including results from public
health investigation or other local epidemiological data.

Communication Protocols
●

Harvest Christian School principal Jonathan Wraith will communicate to HCS families by
schoolwide email about cases and exposures at the school, consistent with privacy
requirements such as FERPA and HIPAA.

●

Principal Jonathan Wraith will also communicate with HCS families should we need to
revert to school-wide distance learning.

Miscellaneous Protocols
Water Bottles
●

We ask that parents use a larger than usual water bottle and fill it with enough water to
last the entire day. Our purified water stations will only be accessible to staff members. If
a student must have their bottle filled, a staff member will assist them using best
cleanliness practices.

●

Drinking fountains will be deactivated for this school year.

●

As usual, students will not be allowed to share water bottles and other drinks.

Drop Off Procedures (Fair Weather and Bad Weather)
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●

We ask that adults and children grade 3 and up put on their masks once they have
exited their vehicle during drop off times.

●

Unless otherwise directed by HCS administration, adults other than staff members are not
allowed into the school building other than the school office.

●

TK students are to be walked in to the side gate (near the front of the school) to be
dropped off with their teacher in the TK yard.

●

Parents are encouraged to drive around the roundabout to drop off their children to
better limit foot traffic around the campus in the mornings.

●

Parents may also walk their children to the front of the school but may not enter onto the
school campus past the school front office. Please wear a face covering during these
times.

●

Student’s will have their temperature taken prior to entering the building at the
temperature station or at the TK yard. If a student has a temperature over 100.4 degrees,
they will need to be picked up by a parent or another emergency contact.

Pickup Procedures (Fair Weather)
●

We have modified our Dismissal & Pickup times as well as pickup locations to lessen the amount of
foot traffic and car traffic during this busy time:

○

2:45 pm TK - 2nd - Students will wait on the patio to be picked up at the roundabout.

We ask that you arrive promptly on time to accommodate the next group of students to
be picked up. Social distancing will be used during these times as feasible.

○

3:00 pm 3rd-5th  - Students will wait on the playground turf to be picked up at the

roundabout. We ask that you arrive promptly on time to accommodate the next group of
students to be picked up. Social distancing will be used during these times as feasible.

○

3:15 pm 6th-8th  - Students will wait at our traditional site for school pickup at the south

end of HCS/Labcon building. Social distancing will be used during these times as feasible.
○

Aftercare students will check in on the back patio area and remain outdoors until weather
or lack of sunlight prevents otherwise.

Pickup Procedures (Bad Weather)
●

We have modified our Dismissal & Pickup times as well as pickup locations to lessen the amount of
foot traffic and car traffic during this busy time:

○

2:45 pm TK - 2nd  - Students will wait downstairs and divide into 4 distinct areas to await

pickup. We ask that you arrive promptly on time to accommodate the next group of
students to be picked up. A staff member will call for the student to come to the front door
to be picked up.

○

3:00 pm 3rd-5th - Students will wait in their classrooms until space opens up downstairs for
that grade to come and wait downstairs. Once space has opened up, each grade will sit
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in 3 distinct locations to await pickup. A staff member will call for the student to come to
the front door to be picked up.

○

3:15 pm 6th-8th - Students will wait in their classrooms until space opens up downstairs for
that grade to come and wait downstairs. Once space has opened up, each grade will sit
in 3 distinct locations to await pickup. A staff member will call for the student to come to
the front door to be picked up.

○

Aftercare students will check in on the back patio area and remain outdoors until weather
or lack of sunlight prevents otherwise.

School Closure Information
***Please see the chart below for more information from Sonoma County.***
Chart Sourced from State of California - Health and Human Services Agency
California Department of Public Health
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Guidance on School Closure
*** Information sourced from the State of California - Health and Human Services Agency,
California Department of Public Health

What are the criteria for closing a school? ___________________________________
Individual school closure is recommended based on the number of cases, the percentage of
the teacher/students/staff that are positive for COVID-19, and following consultation with the
Local Health Officer. Individual school closure may be appropriate when there are multiple
cases in multiple cohorts at a school or when at least 5 percent of the total number of
teachers/student/staff are cases within a 14-day period, depending on the size and physical
layout of the school. The Local Health Officer may also determine school closure is warranted for
other reasons, including results from public health investigation or other local epidemiological
data.

If a school is closed for in-person learning, when may it reopen? _____________
Schools may typically reopen after 14 days and the following have occurred:
●
●
●
●

Cleaning and disinfection
Public health investigation
Consultation with the local public health department
What are the criteria for closing a school district?

What are the criteria for closing a school district? ____________________________
A superintendent should close a school district if 25% or more of schools in a district have closed
due to COVID-19 within 14 days, and in consultation with the local public health department.

If a school district is closed, when may it reopen? ___________________________
Districts may typically reopen after 14 days, in consultation with the local public
health department.

----------------------------------------------------
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